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Kaila Colbin, CEO, Boma New Zealand 
Kaila spearheaded the hugely successful SingularityU New Zealand and Australia 
Summits, introducing more than 2,500 people to exponential technologies and 
their impact on humanity. She is also a co-founder and Chair of the non-profit 
Ministry of Awesome, the starting point to make things happen in Christchurch; the 
Curator and Licensee for TEDxChristchurch in New Zealand and TEDxScottBase 
in Antarctica; Chairman of the Board of the New York-based Natural Gourmet 
Institute for Health and Culinary Arts; Deputy Chair of CORE Education Ltd; and a 
Director of ChristchurchNZ, the Christchurch agency responsible for tourism, major 
events, and economic development. Kaila is a certified ExO consultant, a Climate 
Project Ambassador who trained with Al Gore, and a Project Management 
Professional. She is a renowned national and international public speaker, sought 
after by corporates, government agencies, industry groups, and more. 
 
Lara Stein, Founder and Chairwoman, Global 
Lara was founder and director of the TEDx programme. In 2007, she developed a 
program to bring TED to the world by granting free licences to third parties to 
organize independent TED-like events. She grew the programme into a global 
phenomenon with more than 40,000 talks given at more than 8,000 TEDx events in 
1,200 cities in 133 countries. Under Stein's leadership, TED expanded to include 
TEDxWomen, TEDYouth and TEDxYouth. After her time at TED, Lara was the 
Managing Director of Singularity University’s community and global expansion and 
implementation strategy. She is interim Executive Director of Women’s March 
Global, the sister organisation of Women’s March. She recently acted as the 
interim Executive Director of MIT ReACT, a new institute-wide organisation at MIT 
dedicated to developing a global educational platform for displaced populations 
and refugees. She was named one of the “Top 100 Executives,” “Top Women of 
Silicon Alley” by the Alley Cat News, and the “Who’s Who Among Outstanding 
Female Executives.” 
 
Stephan Balzer, CEO, Boma Germany 
Stephan Balzer is a Berlin based entrepreneur and CEO of the communications 
agency red onion. By 2009, he was the first German TEDx conferences licensee 
and was appointed TEDx ambassador for Europe by the American TED 
organization. Today, he organizes TEDx events in the 3 major German cities 
Berlin, Hamburg, and Frankfurt amongst many other smaller TEDx formats and 
salons. In 2015, he brought Singularity University—which was founded by Ray 
Kurzweil and Peter Diamandis—to Germany and became the Curator of the 
SingularityU Germany Summit. As TEDx and Singularity University ambassador, 
he created over 70 events around the topics such as digitization, social and 
economical change, and the chances and challenges our society faces in the 
future. In Germany he is an influential voice of the Pan-European innovation 
community. 
 
Michel Lévy-Provençal, CEO, Boma France 
Michel Lévy-Provençal is a french entrepreneur and engineer. He is one of the founders of 
the online magazine Rue89 and was Director of the news channel France 24, where he 
was responsible for the digital development of the media outlet. In 2012, he founded the 
agency Brightness, which specializes in speaker coaching and change management and 
transformation consulting. In 2014, Michel founded L'Échappée Volée, a “do-tank” that 
fosters innovation. As a professor at the international university Sciences Po, as well as a 
columnist for Les Echos and the Huffington Post, he is renowned as one of the main figures 
of the French innovation ecosystem. 


